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STEERPROP PROPULSION SELECTED BY BOLLINGER SHIPYARDS 
FOR NEW US COAST GUARD ARCTIC SECURITY CUTTERS 
 
The Steerprop CPR propulsion system provides high ice capability, energy efficiency and 
fast delivery timelines for four new Arctic Security Cutters. 
 
Finnish marine propulsion specialist Steerprop has secured an order to supply complete 
propulsion packages for four Arctic Security Cutters (ASCs) being built for the US Coast 
Guard by Bollinger Shipyards. Each vessel will be equipped with two Steerprop Contra-
Rotating Propellers (CRP) azimuth propulsors and two tunnel thrusters. 
 
The vessels will be constructed to an existing Multi-Purpose Icebreaker (MPI) design. 
During the selection process, Steerprop demonstrated that its dual-end propeller CRP 
concept delivered significantly higher thrust and improved efficiency compared to 
conventional single-propeller solutions in an MPI reference case. 
 
Steerprop CEO Riku-Pekka Hägg said: “We are delighted to secure our first order for US 
Coast Guard vessels and begin our cooperation with Bollinger Shipyards. The selection 
reflects confidence in both the performance of our ice-class propulsion systems and our 
proven ability to meet demanding project schedules. 
 
The vessels will feature Steerprop SP 120 CRP ARC LM main azimuth propulsion units 
and SP 25 TT ARC tunnel thrusters. 
 
Steerprop’s experience in Arctic operations was a key factor in the award. The company 
has supplied propulsion systems for one-third of the world’s icebreakers with azimuth 
propulsion in operation, and offers several proprietary ice-operating design features, 
including tunnel thrusters that do not require protective ice grids. 
 
Steerprop’s CRP azimuth propulsion technology combines high thrust, excellent 
maneuverability and strong ice management performance with reduced fuel consumption. 
In model testing conducted in 2024, the CRP system achieved approximately 10% higher 
thrust using the same power, or the same thrust with 13.9% lower power, compared with a 
single-propeller system of the same power. Net thrust performance was measured at 10–
17% higher than comparable single-pull propeller solutions. 
 
The vessels will operate across all US coastlines, with a particular focus on Arctic 
missions. Steerprop is scheduled to deliver the propulsion packages between 2027 and 
2029. 
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Caption 1: Steerprop will supply complete propulsion packages for four Arctic Security 
Cutters being built for the US Coast Guard by Bollinger Shipyards. 

 

Caption 2: Each Arctic Security Cutter will be equipped with two SP 120 CRP ECO ARC 
LM propulsors (pictured). In addition, Steerprop will deliver SP 25 TT ARC bow tunnel 
thrusters. 
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For more information, please contact: 

Marit Holmlund-Sund 
Director, Brand, Marketing & Communications 
Steerprop Oy  
Tel. +358 40 5383519 
E-mail: marit.holmlund-sund@steerprop.com 
 

ABOUT STEERPROP OY 

Steerprop is a leading designer and manufacturer of marine propulsion systems for the most demanding 
applications and toughest conditions.  
Since our founding in Finland in 2000, we have delivered purpose-built units for hundreds of vessels, 
including every third icebreaker with azimuth propulsion in operation around the world. 
Our unrivaled arctic experience and fit-for-purpose solutions are a testament to our commitment to 
continuous development, steadfast dedication to meet our customers’ needs and our unwavering resolve to 
perform. 
www.steerprop.com 

 

http://www.steerprop.com/
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